CHAPTER  IX
IT is part of the Churches' belief that the birth of Jesus was signified by prophecy among the Jews many hundreds of years before, is expressed in Daniel and elsewhere, and that Jesus was the true answer to these prophecies.
It is impossible in this book to go into this question, but there seems to be no truth in it. The prophecies are wrenched out of all true meaning in order to apply to him, and even so they do not apply.
What is true is that people of all times and all countries when in distress have looked and hoped for some one to arise to help them, some one to return, or some one new to come. The people of the Eddas looked for Balder, that is Truth, the Mexicans looked for Quetzalcoate, the North American Indians have a similar hope. The Mohammedans look for a Madhi, and the same yearning is expressed undoubtedly in all times and all places. It seems to be an outcome of some human want, some heart's desire.
As with so many other matters I can only touch on it here and express my belief that not only was Jesus not born in response to prophecy, but that he himself knew he was not and had no belief in a Messiah.
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